Submitted photo,
Steve and Janelle Sykora and their son Jesse amid one of the many

fields of wildflowers they grow for seed in rural Bloomer. To learn more
about their Everwilde brand of seed visit www.everwilde.com.

B LOOMER ADVANCE

By Barry Hoff
“Welcome 1o Jubilee Nursery in
Bloomer, Wisconsin, where my wife
Janelle, and I grow seed for native
wildflowers. Our brand name is Ever-
wilde. My name is Steve Sykora. Our
story is probably somewhat different
than many in Farm & Ranch Living.”
(August/September 2006)

Thus opens the six page spread,
featuring Steve and Janelle Sykora,
in Farm & Ranch Living, a glossy
68 page magazine with 400,000
subscribers in the United States and
Canada. From May 11 thru June 10,
Steve kept a diary about life at his
family’s wildflower nursery which
was featured in the August/Septem-
ber issue of the magazine which 1s
published by Reiman Publications of
Greendale, Wisconsin,

In the introduction to his journal
Steve explains how he started his
“farm” with 5 species on 1/10 of
an acre on a 50 acre plot of land
his parents purchased northwest of
Bloomer.

From those humble beginnings
his operation has expanded to 12
acres and about 100 species. The
plants he grows are indigenous to the
Midwest. Some being from Indiana
and Towa rather than all being from
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Wisconsin.

Steve, who grew up in the Chip-
pewa Falls area, has Bloomer roots
going back several generations. Both
of his grandfathers were dairy farmers
along Highway 40 near Bloomer. In
fact Steve’s middle name is Ernest
after his grandfather Ernest Sykora
who, according to Steve, was always
on the cutting edge of dairy farming.
Ernest Sykora put in his first milking
parlor in the 1940’s and began using
bunker silos in the 1960’s.

Ernest Sykora’s innovative spirit
has carried over into his grandson
Steve’s wildflower nursery. Steve is
not afraid to take on difficull variet-
ies of wildflowers and grasses, frying
right now to grow in cultivationa va-
riety of grass the U.S. Forest Service
harvested seed from in the wild.

The Sykora’s Jubilee Nursery is (he
only Midwest grower of certain plants
and even the first to successfully grow
certain varieties in cultivation. They
produce pounds of seed from at least
one variety that before there would
have only have been an ounce or two
available.

For the first time this year Steve
also experimented with planting plugs
through a weed barrier fabric, even

See Jubilee on Page 12A
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